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has made to the Tamaroa savages, who live on the
banks of the Mississippi. He describes the mild
climate of Illinois, and the fruits and the game animals
that abound there; also the life led by the savages,
their hunting of the buffalo, and their manner of
preserving its flesh for food. The women do nearly
all the work, while the men live in idleness, which
‘“is the cause of all their debauchery.’’

CLXXIII. Marest, who is now also among the
Illinois, writes to a friend (April 29, 1699) some
account of his mission. The number of converts has
so increased that a new and larger church has been
built. The two Fathers stationed here ‘‘ have occu-
pation beyond their strength.”” Marest outlines their
labors and responsibilities, which barely leave them
time for sleep. The Seminary priests sent to this
region visit these Jesuits, who, notwithstanding their
poverty, aid them in various ways.

CLXXIV. Thisisa letter (1699) of Jacques Bigot
to a friend, describing the new Abenaki village in
Maine where he is now stationed. He is greatly
cheered by the fervor and piety of these Christians,
various instances of which he recounts. The sav-
ages exchange prisoners with the English, and many
of the English children piteously beg that they may
be allowed to remain with the savages, lest they be
perverted from the true faith by returning to their
own people. The English attempt, but in vain, to
persuade the Abenakis to drive away the French
missionaries. Bigot goes to Quebec, to inform the
governor of affairs in Acadia; while returning to his
mission, he is attacked by a fever, which almost
causes his death.



